	[image: image1.wmf]
CITY COUNCIL RESEARCH DIVISION

LEGISLATIVE SUMMARY



	JEFFREY R. CLEMENTS
Chief of Research
(904) 630-1377
	
	117 West Duval Street

City Hall, Suite 425

Jacksonville, FL  32202

FAX (904) 630-3403



Bill Type and Number: Ordinance 2012-74
Introducer/Sponsor(s): Council Member Bishop
Date of Introduction: January 24, 2012
Committee(s) of Reference: R
Date of Analysis: January 26, 2012
Type of Action: Ordinance Code and City Charter amendments
Bill Summary: The bill amends City Charter Section 5.02 – Reapportionment of city council districts and at-large residence areas – and Section 13. 03 – Apportionment of school board districts - to change the terms “reapportion” and “reapportionment” to “redistrict” and “redistricting” throughout.  Section 13.03 is also amended to change the deadline for redistricting school board districts from 6 months to 8 months following the publication of the decennial U.S. Census data.  The bill also amends Ordinance Code Chapter 18 – Reapportionment of Council and School Board Districts – to change “reapportion” and ‘reapportionment” to “redistrict” and “redistricting” throughout.  Section 18.09 – Reapportionment by Circuit Court – is amended to change the City Council’s deadline for enacting a redistricting plan from 6 months to 8 months following the publication of the decennial U.S. Census data to match the timeline in the Charter.  Section 18.09 is also amended to remove a reference to a redistricting plan becoming effective upon signature by the Mayor or without the Mayor’s signature.
Background Information: The amendments are proposed by the Chair of the Rules Committee after conclusion of the recent redistricting process in order to clean up several discrepancies identified in the Code and Charter during the process.  The change from “reapportionment” to “redistricting” more accurately reflects the process the City Council undertakes every 10 years.  Reapportionment refers to the process of determining how to divide a fixed number of seats in a legislative body among multiple jurisdictions based on their population.  This occurs at the federal level when states gain or lose seats in the House of Representatives based on gains or losses in state population.  Redistricting is the process of single jurisdiction reshaping its electoral districts to meet the “one person, one vote” requirement. 
Currently the City Charter provides an 8-month deadline for the Council to adopt new City Council districts, but the School Board article of the Charter has a 6-month deadline for school board districts.  The Ordinance Code also has a 6-month deadline for City Council redistricting which conflicts with the Charter’s 8-month deadline.  Finally, the elimination of the reference to Mayoral approval of the redistricting plan removes the implication that the Mayor could possibly veto a redistricting plan
Policy Impact Area: City Council and School Board redistricting
Fiscal Impact: None
Analyst: Clements
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